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Teacher Candidate Castrucci, Melanie
(s0950820)

Classroom Teacher Tiffany Gardiner

Classroom Teacher
Email

tiffany.gardiner@dsbn.org School Oakridge

Grade 2nd Grade Subject Science
Placement Second Placement Observation 2
Date 2021/04/12
Standard 1: Learner Development
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning and
development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical
areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences.
Melanie spends time getting to know her students and the background knowledge and schema they have about the
subjects she is teaching. When creating her lessons, she takes into consideration where the students are at and the
experiences they already have in this subject area. Melanie creates and provides engaging new learning experiences
for her students that are developmentally appropriate and have content that reflects real life situations. Melanie
provides students with a variety of different activities that reinforces the main concepts of the curriculum. Melanie
does an excellent job using her professional judgement when it comes to moving to the next learning expectation
when she feels that students have solid understanding of the concept that she has taught. Melanie also makes a
conscious effort to continue to make connections between learning expectations as she moves forward in her
lessons.
Standard 2: Learning Differences
The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse cultures and communities to ensure
inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to meet high standards.
Melanie has gone above and beyond in supporting the learning differences of her students. At the beginning of her
placement we gained a new student from another country. She does not speak English and speaks in another
language. The student is not able to read or write at this time. Melanie comes to school each day with a detailed plan
on how to support this student in her daily lessons so she feels welcome in our classroom and is able to learn. She
collaborates with the ELL coach on how to further support the student and does research on her own time on how to
do this more effectively. Our student is happy and has made some progress in such a small amount of time. The
parents are very thankful for Melanie and the hard work that she puts forth for their daughter. The kindness and
dedication that Melanie has demonstrated to go above and beyond for our student has had a positive impact on the
rest of the class and they are also de monstrating inclusiveness and being quite supportive by understanding the
different culture that is new to our class.
Standard 3: Learning Environments
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and collaborative learning, and
that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self- motivation.
Melanie works well with others in our school to create a positive and supportive learning environment for all of her
students. She encouraged safe collaborative learning with our students, myself and the ELL coach. Melanie helped
facilitate the "Strong Start" program with myself and the youth counsellor. She took the ideas from this program and
helped implement the strategies that were taught to the students to help them through any challenges. Despite the
many restrictions on partner and group work this year in the classroom, Melanie still found safe and unique ways for
students to be able to interact with each other and share their ideas. This created a positive learning experience for
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the students and they were much more engaged during these times of being to interact and sharing ideas with one
another.
Standard 4: Content Knowledge
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she
teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to
assure mastery of the content.
Melanie uses the Ontario Curriculum to create engaging lessons for her students. She keeps in mind the student
interests and background knowledge when designing a lesson and has many conversations to gather information
about what the students already know and what they would like to learn about. Melanie takes into consideration the
different learning styles of her students and incorporates a variety of activities in her program. Melanie's students
cheer when they see "Science" on the schedule for the day. She provides them with hands on, creative activities
where they are usually making an item that is needed to carry out a science experiment that is linked to a concept
that they learned about during our language period. During the time that Melanie has been teaching in the classroom,
I have seen one student who is generally very shy and quiet become a confident, classroom leader. He thrives when
creating these science items and is eager to help others in the classroom. He is confident in sharing his ideas and
expertise in science and has completely changed his demeanour in our classroom. Melanie strives to make
connections between the strands and subjects on a daily basis, helping to reinforce the important learning
expectations with her students.
Standard 5: Application of Content
The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in
critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issues.
Melanie helps students to connect concepts in math, language and science to the world around them. In Language,
Melanie encouraged our students to think critically about different media advertisements that they see everyday and
had them create their own product to display on cereal box. The students created their own advertisement for the
product they created and presented to the class. In Math, Melanie helped the students make connections between
multiplication and division and provided hands on learning activities to help reinforce these connections. Melanie
helped students see how division and multiplication were part of our world and where we would see this on a daily
basis.
Standard 6: Assessment
The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their own growth,
to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher's and learner's decision making.
Melanie begins each unit by completing a diagnostic with her students. She gathers this information in a variety of
ways to get accurate information about what they know. She takes the data from this assessment, along with student
interest and the Ontario Curriculum to help prepare a unit plan for each subject. During lessons, Melanie takes
observational notes about students oral responses during class discussions. She gathers written evidence that she
assesses and provides descriptive feedback to her students. Melanie provides different types of tasks that allow
students to show what they know during a lesson. Melanie follows IEP expectations and accommodations and ELL
modifications when assessing her students.
Standard 7: Planning for Instruction
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous learning goals by drawing
upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge
of learners and the community context.
Melanie plans instruction that supports every student in meeting learning goals. She consistently uses the curriculum
to create her lessons and with more time and experience as an educator she will be able to draw upon knowledge of
content areas and cross-disciplinary skills. Melanie does a thorough job of using the knowledge of her learners to
drive her instruction.
Standard 8: Instructional Strategies
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop
deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in
meaningful ways.
Melanie uses a wide variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of new
learning for her students. She often used visualization to help students understand how the concepts being taught
related to the real world. She incorporated cooperative learning and often used inquiry based instruction during
science. In math, she provided students with Minds on activities and used math manipulatives and games to help
reinforce a specific concept or skill. Melanie provided direct instruction and modelled specific concept or skills to
students.
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Standard 9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice
The teacher engages in ongoing professional learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her
practice, particularly the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (learners, families, other
professionals, and the community), and adapts practice to meet the needs of each learner.
Melanie asks for feedback after each lesson and reflects on what went well, what she could improve on etc. She
responds well to any teacher feedback and is always looking for ways to improve her practise. She takes feedback
and suggestions from the ELL coach to help improve our students learning experience.
Standard 10: Leadership and Collaboration
The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and opportunities to take responsibility for student learning,
to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues, other school professionals, and community members to
ensure learner growth, and to advance the profession.
Melanie worked very hard at our school building positive relationships with the students in our classroom and with
colleagues within the school including myself and other teachers, out ELL coach and administration.
Comments/Growth Plan
Melanie is a wonderful addition to our learning community in grade 2. She continues to plan, and create engaging
lessons across all subject areas for her students. She continuously puts forth the effort to establish positive
relationships with each student and goes above and beyond to make our new ELL student feel welcome in our
classroom, as well as meeting the learning needs of this student to the best of her ability. Melanie is nice but firm and
does an excellent job with classroom management. She uses positive reinforcement by continuing on with the ticket
system that was already put in place when she came. She is very patient and flexible to the needs of the students.
Moving forward, our classroom will be changing to a grade 2/3 class with many additional students moving in and
some moving to a new class. I am looking forward to sharing my knowledge or the grade 3 curriculum with Melanie.
Together we will navigate the new cl ass. Melanie will have the opportunity to demonstrate that she can be flexible
and adapt to the new classroom reorganization. She will now gain the experience of programming for a split class
and learn how to connect the different curriculums. Melanie will have the opportunity to take part in setting up a new
classroom environment and will be encouraged to think about and reflect on this throughout her time with me. I have
no doubt in my mind that Melanie will continue to build a positive, safe and engaging classroom for our new students.
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Melanie Castrucci <mcastrucci@mail.niagara.edu>

Student Teaching Final Report for Castrucci, Melanie (2021/SP - No. First
Placement)
edufieldexperience@niagara.edu <edufieldexperience@niagara.edu> Wed, Mar 10, 2021 at 6:48 PM
To: s0950820@mail.niagara.edu

A final report has been filled out for Castrucci, Melanie by Jennifer Crawford.
Student Teaching Final Report

Teacher Candidate Castrucci, Melanie
(s0950820)

Classroom Teacher Jennifer Crawford

Classroom Teacher
Email

jennifer.crawford@dsbn.org School St. David's Public School

Grade 4th Grade Subject Homeroom Teacher
Placement First Placement Observation 2
Date 2021/03/10

Professional Commitment/Responsibility
Is enthusiastic toward teaching & learning Outstanding
Understands/complies with education laws/policies Outstanding
Exhibits professional standards in appearance Outstanding
Is prepared Outstanding
Is punctual Outstanding
Is enthusiastic about instructional content Outstanding
Demonstrates ethical integrity Outstanding
Maintains confidentiality as appropriate Outstanding

Professional Relationships/Fairness
Maintains high expectations for self and all others Outstanding
Considers diverse opinions and perspectives Outstanding
Exemplifies respect for self and all others Outstanding
Recognizes & promotes diversity of individuals & groups Outstanding
Acts compassionately towards all others Outstanding
Is patient and flexible Outstanding
Collaborates with peers & supports their development Outstanding

Critical Thinking and Reflective Practice
Is able to think critically & effectively solve problems Outstanding
Addresses issues & concerns in a professional manner Outstanding
Seeks and accepts help when needed Outstanding
Reflects upon his/her professional practice Outstanding
Sets goals for continuous improvement Outstanding
Evaluates attainment of professional goals Outstanding
Standard 1: Learner Development
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning and
development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical
areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences.
Advanced Melanie creates and provides engaging learning experiences for her students that are

developmentally appropriate and have content that reflects real-life situations. Melanie
creates lessons that involve some areas of development within her learning experiences. With
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more teaching experiences this will continue to grow.
Standard 2: Learning Differences
The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse cultures and communities to ensure
inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to meet high standards.
Advanced Melanie does a great job and works hard to see and understand the individual differences and

diverse cultures and communities of her students to ensure that she creates an inclusive
learning environment and to make sure that each student is able work at their own level
where they can be successful. Melanie makes sure that the learning and activities provided
are able to meet the needs of all of her learners. She asks questions and we have reviewed
the accommodations and modifications of students to make sure that her activities and
assessments reflect the students individual education program where needed and also
extend thinking for students that are moving further in content continuums. To get to know her
students better to understand the cultures and traditions of our own classroom, Melanie also
created a unit of study based on books from the Blue Spruce Forest of Reading. Her
language activities had students discovering and encouraging inclusiveness, kindness and
allowed the students to share their own cultures within our classroom. A great way for
Melanie to understand and build classroom relationships and also ensuring the inclusive
learning environment for all of her students.

Standard 3: Learning Environments
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and collaborative learning, and
that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self- motivation.
Advanced Melanie works well with others in our school to create a positive and supportive learning

environment for all of her students. She encouraged safe collaborative learning with our
students and when working with myself or our instructional coach. Melanie helped our
students with their individual learning and encouraged them to persevere and show growth
mindset when working on challenging activities in class. When students struggled, Melanie
stepped in to support a student's learning needs both with independent and small group when
needed. Melanie supported our students by encouraging positive social interactions and kept
the students actively engaged in their lessons by stepping in and encouraging when needed
and by being a positive and supportive role model to our classroom.

Standard 4: Content Knowledge
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she
teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to
assure mastery of the content.
Advanced Melanie understands the central concepts, tools of student inquiry and structures of the

discipline that she is teaching and creates learning experiences that are relevant and
meaningful to our students. Melanie continues to use the Ontario Curriculum to create
engaging lessons for our students. She understands the curriculum content and helps to
foster the students inquiry to build into her lessons. During a math activity, Melanie had our
students play games with dice and coins and then had the students place their own data into
various graphs. Students enjoyed playing the games and then using their own data to create
graphs to create a more meaningful activity.

Standard 5: Application of Content
The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in
critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issues.
Advanced Melanie continues to help students to connect concepts in both math, language, social

studies to the world around them. In Language, Melanie encouraged our students to think
critically and infer in language by creating an activity where students read books that had
characters that had to use body language to overcome different barriers of communication. It
allowed the students to infer and make connections between various texts and to themselves.
In Mathematics, Melanie helped students connect concepts from one strand to the next and
encouraged students to think critically when problem solving and facing a challenge.

Standard 6: Assessment
The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their own growth,
to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher's and learner's decision making.
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Advanced Melanie has been working to provide students with feedback assessment to encourage
students to reflect on their own work and how they can make improvements by following next
steps and improving their work with their own effort. The past few weeks, Melanie has been
discovering different types of assessment (rubrics, curriculum achievement charts, checklists)
and the connections between assessment and the learning goals for the activity. She
understands that assessment can be differentiated for students with accommodations and
modifications so that all students can demonstrate their understanding in a way that meets
their own individual needs. As a next step, Melanie should continue learning how to
communicate her assessment towards other stakeholders-other than students, mentor
teachers and parents which she has been doing.

Standard 7: Planning for Instruction
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous learning goals by drawing
upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge
of learners and the community context.
Advanced Melanie is well on her way when planning activities and provides instruction by developing

clear learning goals within her lessons and creating assessment that meets the needs of her
learners and matches her learning goals. She uses various resources to build a sequence of
lessons that help students make clear connections from one task to the next to show a good
progression of scaffolding.

Standard 8: Instructional Strategies
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop
deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in
meaningful ways.
Advanced Melanie used a wide variety of instructional strategies to encourage a deep understanding of

new learning for our students. Having fun hands on games, minds on math activities,
technology and collaborative learning, Melanie helped students build a deep understanding of
skill and content, especially in mathematics.

Standard 9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice
The teacher engages in ongoing professional learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her
practice, particularly the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (learners, families, other
professionals, and the community), and adapts practice to meet the needs of each learner.
Advanced Melanie continued to do a wonderful job reflecting on her teaching practice and looking for

ways to improve when needed by addressing what worked out well, what didn't, and what she
would do next time and then acted upon her own feedback. Melanie responded very well to
any feedback from myself and accepted any constructive criticism as a way to learn and grow.
Melanie took responsibility for her own learning and growth and worked hard to seek out new
understandings and resources and always asked for support from myself when unsure to help
her improve.

Standard 10: Leadership and Collaboration
The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and opportunities to take responsibility for student learning,
to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues, other school professionals, and community members to
ensure learner growth, and to advance the profession.
Advanced Melanie worked very hard at our school building positive relationships with the students in our

classroom and with colleagues within the school including, myself, other teachers, our
instructional coach and our administration. She took each learning experience as an
opportunity to help herself and her students learn and grow.

Comments/Growth Plan
It has been a wonderful pleasure having Melanie in our classroom this year! I feel that this experience has given
Melanie a solid foundation of teaching that she will be able to continue to build upon as she continues down her
journey of becoming a classroom teacher. After each lesson, Melanie and I would reflect on what worked and any
next steps that we needed. She accepted all feedback and often reflected first on her own about the students, her
lesson, her activities and what she would do differently the next time. This is what creates an amazing teacher!
Melanie constantly looks for new learning and ways to grow and develop her own pedagogy and uses a variety of
resources to meet her needs. She builds a positive, safe and engaging classroom environment for her students that
is inclusive and accepting. We have been very lucky to have Melanie be a part of our Grade 4 classroom this year!
Congratulations to Melanie on her first very successful student teaching placement!
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Final Recommendation
Satisfactory
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